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one of almost unrelieved reaction. In Germany, as in Italy,
REACTION IN Mettemich's was the dominating influence.
GERMANY it was, of course, in the Austrian dominions
that it was most directly felt, but, to the disgust of the
' patriots1, the reaction was hardly less marked elsewhere.
The Kings of Bavaria and Wiirttemberg and the grand Duke
of Baden did indeed grant' Charters ' on the French model
to their respective subjects, but only in the Duchy of
Weimar were the stirrings of vigorous political life really
THE WARTBURG discernible. The centre of the Liberal move-
FESTIVAL ment was the University of Jena, where the
students organized themselves into a society for the pro-
motion of German unity. It was this society which
arranged a patriotic festival at the Wartburg to com-
memorate the tercentenary of the Reformation and the
fourth anniversary of the battle of Leipzic (17 October 1817).
The occasion was more than innocent and the incidents were
devoid of serious significance, but they excited the alarm
of the reactionaries ; the Duke of Weimar was bidden to
curtail the liberties of his subjects, and the Universities and
the Press were henceforth watched with even greater jeal-
ousy. In 1819 further alarm was aroused by the murder of
Kotzebue, a dramatist, who was suspected of having warned
the Czar Alexander against the revolutionary spirit in the
German Universities. Hardenberg made it an excuse for
refusing to establish representative institutions in Prussia,
and Mettemich summoned representatives of the leading
States to confer with him at Karlsbad. ' By the help of
God I hope to defeat the German revolution just as I van-
quished the conqueror of the world/ Jror the moment it
seemed as though Metternich's boast might be justified.
THE KARLS- ***** Karlsbad Decrees, subsequently adopted
BAD DECREES by the Federal Diet at Frankfort, accurately
(NOV. 1819) refoct both Us methods and aims. They ex-
tinguished liberty of the Press; transferred the control of
the Universities to Government officials; prohibited the
formation of societies and the holding of political meetings;
and established at Mainz a central commission which has